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Some conversation was held relating to the author- 
ship of the Introductory Essay to the edition of Wood's 
"New England's Prospect," Boston, 1764; which sub- 
ject had been introduced by the President at the last 
meeting. Mr. Brigham stated that he had in his posses- 
sion a copy of the work, in which Dr. Cotton Tufts, its 
former owner, had written the name of the author of 
the essay. It did not, however, occur to his recollection 
at the present moment. 

The presiding officer requested Mr. Brigham to ex- 
amine his copy of the work, and report the result at 
the next meeting. 



NOVEMBER MEETING. 

A stated monthly meeting of the Society was held 
this day, Thursday, Nov. 13, at twelve o'clock, m. ; the 
President in the chair. 

Donations were announced from the American Acade- 
my of Arts and Sciences ; the American Philosophical 
Society ; the Trustees of the New- York State Library ; 
the Wyoming Historical and Genealogical Society ; H. 
Cox, Esq. ; L. L. Doty, Esq. ; Benjamin P. Johnson, 
Esq. ; Hon. Henry Wilson ; and from Messrs. Folsom, 
Lincoln (S.), Bobbins (C), Bobbins (J. M.,) Sibley, 
Webb, and Winthrop, of the Society. 

The President, in announcing the death of M. Edme 
Francois Jomard, an Honorary Member of the Society, 
remarked as follows : — 
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The name of M. Jomard will ever be associated with the 
study of Egyptian geography and antiquities. He was one 
of the oldest members of the Institute of France, and Dean 
of the Academy of Inscriptions. He died suddenly on the 
25th of September last. Educated an engineer, he joined 
the French expedition to Egypt in 1799, and afterwards 
devoted many years to the illustration and study of Egyptian 
antiquities. His archaeological and geographical works are 
lasting monuments of his talents and industry. He took 
great interest in the progress of popular education, and 
exerted himself to diminish crime by enlightening and ameli- 
orating the condition of the lower classes in France. 

A request from James Parton, Esq., for permission to 
examine and make extracts from " The Small Tithes of 
Ecton Parish," given to the Society by Thomas Carlyle, 
of England, through the hands of Mr. Everett, was 
referred to the Standing Committee, with authority to 
grant the same on the usual conditions. 

Mr. Brigham communicated the following paper on 
the authorship of the Introductory Essay, published 
with the third edition of Wood's " New England's Pro- 
spect ; " and giving his reasons for attributing the essay 
to Nathaniel Rogers, a merchant of Boston, who was a 
graduate of Glasgow in 1755, and A. M. at Harvard in 
1762. 

A question has lately arisen as to the authorship of the 
Introductory Essay, published with the third edition of Wood's 
" New England's Prospect." 

It is apparent from the essay itself, that the author had 
travelled in Europe ; for he says that he accidentally found 
the work in a bookseller's shop in London. He was also the 
author of the notes published with the book ; which seem to 
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indicate, from his familiarity with the laws and customs 
of Holland, that he had also been in that country. In one of 
his notes, relative to the effect of climate on health, he 
acknowledges himself indebted for that information to " an 
ingenious physician, who had long indulged him with his 
friendship." 

I have in my possession a copy of that work, formerly 
belonging to Dr. Cotton Tufts, of Weymouth ; upon the title- 
page of which is written, in the handwriting of Dr. Tufts, 
these words : " The gift of Nathaniel Rogers, Esq., by whom 
the Introductory Essay was written, to Cotton Tufts, 1767." 
At the end of the essay is also written, in the same hand, 
" Introductory Essay ; wrote by Nathaniel Rogers, Esq." 

I have compared the handwriting with the journal kept by 
Dr. Tufts for many years ; and there can be no doubt that the 
above words were written by him, and probably at the time 
indicated, in 1767. 

Dr. Tufts was a graduate of Harvard College of the class 
of 1749 ; was a physician of eminence ; and was generally 
esteemed as a man of learning and ability. He was one of 
the founders of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, 
and for some years one of its officers. He was also President 
of the Massachusetts Medical Society. It is very probable 
that he was the " ingenious physician " spoken of in the 
note referred to. 

We, then, have his statement, made at the time, that Na- 
thaniel Rogers, Esq., was the author of the essay ; and made, 
too, on a copy which said Rogers presented to him. The gift 
would indicate friendship and familiarity ; and would seem to 
imply a knowledge, on his part, of the fact which he there 
stated. We can hardly have better or more conclusive evi- 
dence. It is certainly conclusive, unless some evidence can 
be found to control it. 

On examining the Boston " Gazette " of July 23, 1764, 1 
find this edition advertised for sale. After describing the 
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work in an advertisement, it is added, " To this edition is 
subjoined a large Introductory Essay ; also explaining notes 
by another hand ; " but there is no mention of whose hand it 
was. 

Regarding it as proved that Nathaniel Rogers, Esq., was 
the author of that essay, the next inquiry is, Who was Na- 
thaniel Rogers ? and was he a person whose education, and 
condition in life, were such as to enable him to write such an 
essay ? 

On reference to the Harvard-College Catalogue, I find that 
the honorary degree of Master of Arts was conferred on 
Nathaniel Rogers in 1762 ; that he was a graduate of the Uni- 
versity of Glasgow in 1755 ; and that he died in 1770. On 
reference to the records of our courts, I find, from 1757 to 
1770, twelve actions brought by him against numerous indi- 
viduals for the recovery of money ; in all of which, prior to 
1767, he was styled a merchant ; and in all, after that date, he 
was called " esquire." There is no action in that name after 
1770. The same distinction of title is made in the Registry 
of Deeds ; and it would seem, from the mortgages which he 
took and trusts which he had, that he was a man of some 
substance, as well as a person in whom the public had confi- 
dence. The probate records show, that Thomas Hutchinson 
was appointed administrator of his estate, Aug. 25, 1770 ; and 
the inventory of his property amounted to three thousand 
seven hundred pounds, among which was a valuable library. 

On examining the records at the Secretary's Oflice, I find, 
that on the 5th of August, 1767, he was appointed Justice of 
the Peace for the county of Suffolk; which explains the 
change of title in the actions and deeds above referred to. 

In the copy of the Harvard Catalogue in the library of this 
Society, by James Winthrop, librarian, there is this entry, 
" Nath. Rogers, Mr. Glasgow, merchant in Boston." 

In the Boston " Gazette " of Aug. 13, 1770, 1 find this no- 
tice : " Last Thursday noon, Nath. Rogers, Esq., of this town, 
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merchant, was suddenly seized with a paralytic disorder, and 
died in a few hours after. His remains were interred on 
Saturday afternoon." 

From these facts and this evidence, it seems to be clearly 
proved, that the author of the essay was Nathaniel Rogers, 
Esq., the graduate of the University of Glasgow, and the 
Boston merchant. 

Mr. Sibley stated, that, two or three years ago, Charles 
Lowell Hancock, Esq., of Boston, a graduate of Harvard 
College in 1829, sent to him a volume in manuscript, 
which, on examination, appeared to contain all the ac- 
counts of Edward Hutchinson, as Treasurer of Harvard 
College, from 1721 to 1752. It was at once passed to 
the Corporation of the University, to fill the chasm 
during Hutchinson's administration of the finances. 

Subsequently, through the kindness of Mr. Hancock, 
Mr. Sibley received another manuscript volume. The 
covers were mouldy and rotten. The leaves, which had 
been repeatedly wet, adhered to each other, and were 
crumbling to pieces. With great care and delicate 
manipulation, they were separated. They contained seve- 
ral spoonfuls of the chaff of worms, which had made sad 
havoc, and destroyed important portions of the writing, 
while the water had made other portions almost ille- 
gible-. 

Account-books of Treasurers of Harvard College from 1669 

to 1752. 
The volume was found to comprise day-book and ledger, 
and to be the account-book* of the Treasurer of Harvard Col- 



* The Richards book has come to light since the notice of the Brattle book was 
laid before the Society ; but it has been thought best to give notices of them both. 

43 
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lege during the financial administration of John Richards, 
from 1669 to 1693 ; covering the intervening one of Samuel 
Nowell from 1682 to 1686. The " Several Bonds, Obligacons, 
& Accompts rec d from Mr. Thomas Danforth, late Treas r of 
Harvard Colledge. So much, he saith, due to said College," 
amounted to £824. 19. 3., when Richards became Treasurer. 

The earliest date in the book is 3 June, 1669. The oldest 
account, 1 May, 1661, evidently transferred from an earlier 
record, is with " Mr. John Russell, Senior, of Hadley." He 
was the father of the Rev. John Russell, who for many years 
concealed the regicides, Whalley and Goffe. He is charged 
with — 

" Goods dd him pr Mr Danforth as pr bill . . . £68. 15. 7 
•' There is no interest taken pr order of Corporacon because he is 
poor, &e." 

The payments by Russell were made from time to time in 
pork, flour, oatmeal, wheat, and pease, of which there are 
separate entries. 

In 1669, several persons in Portsmouth, N.H., engaged to 
give to the college £60 a year for seven years. Of this 
amount, Mr. Richard Cutt gave £20 per annum. This Ports- 
mouth gift is designated in the book as the " Piscatoque Bene- 
volence." The payments were made almost wholly in boards 
and pipe-staves. 

"March 21, 1669-70. Paid Mr. Chauncy pr order of Corporacon 

toward S r Taylor's comencm' £1. 0. 

& to Mr Tho. Danforth Steward w c " he hath Creditt 

for 2. 



3. 00. 00 
" Both these must be p d out of Piscatoque Benevolence." 

" July 16, 1670. Rec d from Mr Rich d Cutt pr Anth Low in pt of 
Piscatoque benevolence 4 m 6 c merch 1 pipestaves & 14 c refuse 
as by Cullers certificate, they say all merchantable ; but when 
culled here they prove as fores a . 
pd Sam' Mattock for culling & piling 4 s. pr m. . . . 24s." 
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Many shipments from Mr. Cutt were received afterwards. 
" July 25, 1672. Paid for Mr Chauncy's funerall Expenses £15.16.2." 

This was President Chauncy. 

There are several charges for money lent. The ruling rate 
of interest was eight per cent. A considerable part of the 
business of the college was carried on by barter. 

" July 25, 1672. Rec d of John Man in money £10 pr order of Mr 
And r Belcher jun r in full for 1 m Iron sold to s d Belcher, w ch 
was rec d of John Pool for 5000 foot boards sold to Henry Kem- 
ball decern. 30. 71. Piscatoqui benevolence . . . £10." 

Jan 9, 1672-3. " Colledge D r to paid my Br° Shrimpton for candle- 
sticks. 3 a 6|6 19s. 6. 

& to 15 yds fine dowlas att 2[7 pr y a for table clothes £1. 8. 9 

2. 8. 3." 

Jan 17, 1672-3. " Rec d of Joseph Wise Sen' of Roxbury a note & 
bill of Mr Roger Plaisteds of Piscatoque for 15000 foot boards to 
be dd at Boston, w ch I promise to receive accordingly when sent. 
& to make the most of them in money, & to pay what is due to 
the Colledge from s d AVise for Cattle sold him, or as much of it 
as it will reach, & if there be overplus to returne it to said Wise.' 

"March 11, 1672-3. Rec d of Chr Webb in pt 8 bush, wheat & 4 
bush meal att 4s bush, but putt it off againe att 42s . £2. 2." 

" March 22, 1672-3. School house of Boston Dr to Boards 1001 foot 
att 30s pr m £1. 10." 

March 29, 1673. " Sold Mr Armestrong Boards 1018 foot att 35|6 
pr m. rec a in money £1. 15. 6." 

" Sept 2 — 75. pd M r Howard Scriven' toward makeing the table for 
names in the Buttery. 7s. It cost in all 20s but I rec d of Mr 
Gookin 13s & paid the remainder 7s." 

" Oct 27, 1675. Paid Mr Peter Sergeant pr order of Presd' & Fel- 
lowes money 24s w ch is for frait & charges of a case of Bookes 
from London a gift of Mr Rich d Baxter .... £1.4." 

" July 6, 1676. Colledge Dr to money p' 1 Mr Dan 1 Gookin pr order 
for removing bookes 0. 4s. 6." 

" August 26, 1676. Colledge Dr to one Iron pott 35 lb at 4|d pr lb. 
dd Mr Manning pr order of Mr Thomas Danforth for Colledge 
use. to boyle Ciseing 13s. 1|." 
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" August 31, 1676. paid Mr Dan 1 Gookin, one of the Fellowes, mo- 
ney 50s in Satisfaction for his paines in removing the library to 
the new Colledge & placeing them. w ch is pr order of Corporacon 
as by his rec'. . £2 10 0." 

" Aug 10, 1677. Harvard College Dr to money to Wadsworth the 
butler for Trenchers 1 gross. 2 flagons, one Can. in all 40s. 
£2. 0." 

" Nov 1, 1677. Harvard Colledge Dr to money to Mr Ammi Corlitt 
for washing and sweeping the Library in New Colledge . 5s." 

" Feb 15, 1677-8. Paid Mr John Turner for a dinner for the Over- 
seers & Corporacon of Harvard Colledge att his house on the 29th 
Jan y 1677 [1677-8] £2. 10." 

" Aug 6 1678. Colledge Dr to money to Recompence Wadsworth but- 
ler for Trenchers, thred &c. 20s & linnen cloth for table Pin- 
ners w ch said Butler tooke at Mr Mumfords £4. 17. as pr Mr 
Danforths order £5. 17." 

There are several charges for trenchers, linen, cans, and 
" puter," at subsequent dates. 

"Aug 23, 1679. Paid to Jn° Palfry 36s. on the president's note for 
1 doz. Stooles for Colledge Library £1.16." 

" Oct 14, 1679. p d Mr Dan 1 Gookin 3s money Sweepeing Colledge pr 
Rob' browne for 1 year expiring Sept. last " . . . 0.3.0. 

Under the dates, Dec. 8, 1679, and Jan. 5, 1679-80, are 
charges, amounting to more than .£20, for freights, &c, on 
eleven boxes of books for the library. 

June 2, 1680. " Colledge Dr to money pd Major Tho. Smith for 
drawing Dr Ames effigies pr Order of Corporation . £4. 4." 

This is probably the picture, renovated and restored by How- 
orth, which is now in the Picture Gallery in Harvard Hall. 

"July 1, 1680. Paid unto Thomas Willis, Carpenter, in pt towards 
building Presidents House 

Pr note to Capt John Hull for corne £20. pt of Mr 

Clarkes gift above £20 

Pr money £30 & one barrill porke £3. pr more money 

Aug 13. £16 49 

Pr money to Andr. Belcher Assigne of Mr Danforth 

on Willis's note £24 24." 
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Besides these are other payments in money, provisions, 
goods, orders, &c, towards the President's house and the 
fencing; the total being £260. The Henry Clark alluded 
to was of Hadley. He died in 1676, and left to the college 
£50 in country pay. 

Oct. 23, 1680. " Paid Mr Shippen for window curtaine of green 
bayes, iOs 10s." 

Nov. 24, 1680. " Pd fraite & charges to C. Penny for Globes &c. pr 
Mr Stoughton's order 12s 6d 12. 6." 

" March 24, 1681. Paid Will? Bordman, Cooke, money, £3. 7s for 
dinner for raising Presidents House pr order . . . £3. 7." 

June 23, 1681, are charges of ,£16. 16s. 6d. for scarves and 
gloves, and £8. 14s. for twelve rings at Mr. Oakes's funeral. 

Oct. 17, 1681. Peter Sergeant is credited by "a negro boy bought 
of him & Mr Thomas Smith " £20. 

" Dec 29, 1681. p d to Mr Tho Brattle money 18s. So much he pd 
for mending Colledg new clock 18s." 

In 1692 was a payment to Zechariah Hicks for " Banisters 
on the top of Colledge House." 

April 3, 1693, a payment of £2. 2. 6. was made to John 
Coney " for a seal for the use of the Colledge." 

On a loose paper in the book are the — 

" Proposalls by Jn? Leverett & W m Brattle Fellows of Harvard 
Colledge, tendred to y e Consideration of the Hon 1 ? Corporation meet- 
ing at Harvard Colledge in Cambridge June 2 d 1690. 

" 1. That by the President & Council, the Rev a Mr. I. Mather etc., 
Anno 1686, There was allowed to us, besides the Ferry, the Sume of 
fifty-eight pounds for that year, w ch Suine of £58 we fully rec d , & 
were as fully satisfied with, altho the s a Sume was Considerably Less, 
then has been allowed to ye ffellows, Circumstanced as we were, since 
our Remembrance. 

" 2. That for y e years 1687, 88 and 89 (Now Expireing) besides y e 
Ferry we have not received one Penny. 

" 3. That for these three last years our Expences have necessariely 
been as great, our Difficulties more Intricate & our Services more 



342 MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL SOCIETY. [NOV. 

Burthensome then they were Anno 86, Especially these two last years, 
by Reason of y e Eevd. Mr Mather's Absence, whose presence very 
much Mitigated our Difficulties & Alleviated our trouble & toyle. 

" 4. The Premises being Considered, Viz', That £58 were allowed 
to us Anno 1686, That y e said Sume was Considerably less then has 
been allowed heretofore to y e Fellows under our Circumstances & That 
our Expences trouble & difficulties have exceeded what we before met 
w th (In Consideration hereof) "We conceive ; that In desireing y* s d 
Sume of £58 be annually allowed & paid us for y° 3 last Years, our 
Desires are but Reasonable, just & moderate ; and That if [we] desire 
the Addition of the Odd twenty shillings to make our Annuall Allow- 
ance (Severally) thirty pounds, we sh d not be unreasonable or lino- 
derate ; Especially it being Considered, That wheras formerly there 
was wont annually to be disbursed upon the Colledge for Reparations, 
paying Officers and Schollarships more then 40 or 50 pounds annually ; 
for near these three years last past ye Colledge has not drawn one 
penny out of the Treasury. 

" We have plainly & fully exprest our Minds, & according to our 
desires has our Expectation been ; Nothing remains but that we annex 
our Hearty Thanks for this meeting, & Readieness to submit to yor 
Determinations ." 

" In answer to the Proposalls aboue the Corporation for the Col- 
ledge mett June 16 1690 at Cambridge (p r sent Mr Neh r Hubbard,* 
Mr Nath. Gookin, Mr Cotton Mather, Mr John Leverett, and Mr 
"Will™ Brattle, w' h my Selfe) agreed that the two Fellowes Mr Leve- 
rett & Mr Brattle abovesaid should have £50 pr Annum for the yeares 
87. 88. & 8d pd them out of Colledge money beside the Ferry. So as 
may not be prejudiciall to the Colledge Stocke : These 3 years Expired 
at the Comencem', viz July 1690 ; or August 1 st 1690." 

On the last Seniors' Class Day, 20 June, 1862, Mr. Han- 
cock sent to Mr. Sibley another manuscript volume. All who 
are familiar with President Quincy's History of the Univer- 
sity will remember that he speaks of College Books Nos. 1, 
2, 3, 4, as "all the books that have any claim to the character 
of ' early records.' " On the first leaf of this book, which 

* Nehemiah Hobart. 
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was never seen by him, are the words, " College Book No. 5, 
in Folio." It was the book used by Thomas Brattle, as Trea- 
surer. It covers the period from 8 May, 1693, — on which 
day he was chosen to succeed Major John Richards, — till 
11 May, 1713; just one week before he died. 

The first part of the book contains copies of letters, with 
the names of the persons to whom they were addressed writ- 
ten, on the margin, at a later date, apparently by President 
Wadsworth. The first letter is to Samuel Crisp, Esq., 
of Clapham, respecting the income of the Pennoyer Fund, 
which still comes to the college annually from the farm at 
Pulham, in Norfolk, England.* There are several letters on 
the subject. President Mather received and receipted for 
the income when he was abroad, and for a picture of Pen- 
noyer. The picture was burned at the disastrous destruction 
of the library in 1764 In 1694 r the payment was made by 
a shipment of pewter. 

Nov. 24, 1698. The " President & Fellows of Harvard College," 
through the President, represented to the General Court, " That about 
50 years since y e Lady Moulson & other well disposed persons in 



* William Penoyer, or Pennoyer, in his will, dated 20 May, 1670, says something 
like this: " And for and concerning my messuage in Norfolk, let unto Robert Moor at 
the yearly rent of £40 per annum, my will is, that, out of the rents and profits thereof, 
.£10 per annum shall be paid for ever to the Corporation for the Propagation of the 
Gospel in New England; and that, with the residue thereof, two Fellows and two Scho- 
lars for ever shall be educated, maintained, and brought up in the college called Cam- 
bridge College, in New England: of which I desire one of them, so often as occasion 
shall present, may be of the line and posterity of the said Robert Penoyer, if they be 
capable of it; and the other, the colony of Nox, or of late called New-Haven Colony, 
if conveniently may be. And I declare my mind to be, that eight years, or thereabout, 
as a convenient time for educating of each scholar respectively; and, about that stand- 
ing, others to be taken into their places; which nevertheless, as to him, I leave to the 
master and the governor of said college. This is to be performed after the death of 
my wife Martha Penoyer." 

A lineal descendant of Robert, brother of William Pennoyer, entered Harvard 
College in the academical year 1841-42. As the term of college education lasts only 
for half the period which William Pennoyer deemed " convenient," the corporation 
determined to give him the extra benefit of the fund during his residence at Cam- 
bridge, "if" he "be capable of it." 
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England gave a considerable Sume of mony to y c s a Harvard Col- 
ledg, w ch mony was laid out in England & y e produce of it here 
amounting to £162. 16s. 4d. Lent & paid in to y e Treasury of y e late 
Colony of the Massachusetts, for y e use whereof fifteen pounds (in 
Country pay) was allowed annually by y e Gen 1 Court & duely paid 
by y e Country Treasurer to the Treasurer of y e Colledg from y e year 
1648 to y e year 1685, as y e Hon ble Mr Thomas Danforth & Mr James 
Russell, Some time Treasurers of y° said Colledg & Country can cer- 
tify, Since w ch time by reason of Change of Goverm' & y e Countryes 
great debts & charges, nothing has been rec a from y e Country on that 
acco', whereby y e Colledg has Suffered not a little, its Stock being 
very low, & not capable of defraying its necessary Charges. 

" Your petitioners do therefore humbly pray y" said matter may 
be taken into your Consideration & that now y" Country is out of 
debt, you will be pleased in yo r great equity & goodness to give 
order for ye [ ] of s a principall Sume of 162. 16. 4d., w th 

w' remains unpaid of y e use thereof, &c." 

Petitions to the same effect had been presented 16 Novem- 
ber, 1693, and 15 August, 1695. The Corporation did not, 
however, get either principal or interest for nearly thirty 
years, as may be inferred from the following record, made by 
Treasurer Brattle with his characteristic minuteness : — 

"Boston, 29th March, 1713. Cash rec a of Mr Taylor province 
Treasur* £426. 10. 4d., being £162. 16. 4d. of it y e principal remaining 
due of monies borrowed by y e late Colony of y e Massachusetts Bay of 
y e College, & £263. 14s. being for Interest for s a Sum at 6 pr cent, 
pr ann from the year 1685 to this time ; less pd Mr Addington for a 
Warrant to y e Treasur* to pay me s a sum, pursuant to a resolve of y e 
Gen 1 Court at their last sessions in March Last 2s. £426. 8. 4. 

"Memd m . This £162. 16. 4 w'w'w" due for my Lady Moul- 
sota's &c gift to o r College, lent y e Country a 1648, & they p a Int. for 
till 1685." 

There are some very sharp dunning-letters, which show 
the zeal, fidelity, and perseverance with which the Treasurer 
looked after the college property. Among them are several 
beginning with " 1. 9ber, 1700," to Captain Edward Pelham of 
Newport, RJ., a graduate in 1672, and son of Herbert Pel- 
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ham of Cambridge, the first Treasurer of the College. The 
Pelham account, containing several items of "debt and credit, 
dated back as far as September, 1681. According to Brattle's 
letters, he had borne the delays with great patience, till he 
writes, — 

"4. 7ber. 1708. S r Being at Cambridge y" last week, I under- 
stood you had been there twice or thrice since I last spake w' b you, & 
that y u were selling some of yo r Lands there. My not seeing you as 
I hoped I should has put me upon writing you these lines, w ch are to 
put y u in mind of yo r repeted Assurances & Engageme" that y° 
first mony y" had either by sale of Lands or any other way, you 
would pay me at least all that w" due for Interest, if not also part of 
y" Principall. This, S r , is w* I justly expect & claim from y u , & if 
you fail me in y" least mesure herein, I am sure y u must justifie me, 
if I count y" one of y e falsest & most Disingenious of Men, & treat 
y u accordingly. But hoping better & that y"ll give me no Occasion 
fpr any Such harsh Opinion or Treatm' I take leave & am S r yo r 
very loving frd & Serv' T. B." 

Oct. 4, 1708, Pelham was credited with "165 oz. N. E. 
money at 8s. per oz." In a letter dated 7 February, 1709-10, 
Brattle writes of not having received any thing for about a year 
and a half; and says, " Mr. Dudley * told me y e other day that 
you were about clearing with him both principal and Interest. 
I am apt to think it would be for your advantage if you did y e 
same to y e College and the rest of your Creditors." The 
latter part of the letter is mild; and 19 February, 1710-11, 
he writes, " As you haue been pleas'd to acknowledge my 
Civilities to yo r Self ever since I have been concernd w* 
you in this affair, so I must w th equal justice acknowledge 
your treating me with y" like Civility and very much like a 
Gentleman. Thus presenting you with my kind respects I 
take leave and subscribe my self, S r , your very faithfull 
friend & Servant to my power. T. B." A satisfactory 



* Dudley bought his lands. They were situated in what was then called the 
" Neck," but now known as Cambridgeport. 
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settlement was made 6 November, 1711. There are let- 
ters to other debtors, of a similar character. 

There are letters to James Steward and Philip Fowler, in 
relation to the property bequeathed by the Rev. Ezekiel 
Rogers of Rowley. There is a long letter, dated 25 Febru- 
ary, 1707-8, to John Chamberlayne, F.R.S., thanking him in 
behalf of the Corporation for the gift of his " Present State 
of England and y e Quebec Catechism." Under the same 
date, is a letter superscribed " To y e most Rev a Thomas 
Wardapiet Arch Bishop of Gochtan in Perso-Armenia (about 
90 years of age w th a venerable aspect, & lately in Lon- 
don)," returning him " humble thanks for y c Book of y e 
Hymns w ch are sung throughout y e year in y e Armenian 
Churches," with which he was " pleased by way of Present 
to Grace our Library in s a College withall, where it is very 
carefully preserved & lookt upon as one of its greatest 
Rarities. The most Rev a Title of yo r Grace y e Donor of it, 
y e Curiosity of the Character of it, and y e Vast distance of 
Armenia from y s place w ch is about one third part of y e 
Terrestriall Globe do all Contribute to render it y e more 
precious & valuable." Donations of books in those days 
were so uncommon as to receive labored replies by way of 
acknowledgment. These volumes were probably destroyed 
in the fire of 1764. 

The next portion of this manuscript volume commences 
with a vote: — 

"At a meeting of the Corporation at the College in Cambridg, 
May 8th, 1693, — 
" Present. 
Mr. Increase Mather, Presid'. 
Mr. James Allen, 



Mr. Charles Morton, 
Mr. Samuel Willard, 
Mr. Cotton Mather, 
Mr. Jno Leverett, 
Mr. Neh. Walter, 



Fellows. 
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"Whereas at the last Corporation, the "Worp" Maj r Richards 
requested that he might be dismissed from being Treasurer of Har- 
vard Colledge : the Corporation having considered that there are other 
weighty Services, for the Country incumbent on y e said Treasur r , 
have thought it reasonable that w th many thanks for his former 
Services for the Colledge his desire of a dismission from y e burden 
of his relation to this Society be complyed with. 

"And that Mr Thomas Brattle be chosen to succeed Maj* Richards 
as Treasur* of Harvard Colledge. 

" Voted & agreed, Nemine dissentiente. 

" Vera Copia. Attested*, Jsro. Levebett." 

At this time, the validity of the college charter was called 
in question. To meet the emergency, 12 October, 1696, "the 
Hon bIe y e L*. Govern' desired & appointed" the persons 
whose names I have just inserted, to act as President, 
Fellows, and Treasurer, " to proceed in the Institution & 
Government of the house, & in the management of the 
Estate of y e Colledg, according to the late rules of said Col- 
ledg, untill his Maj tys further pleasure shall be known, or 
a legall Settlement of said Colledg shall be obtained." July 6, 
1699, a similar power was given by Bellomont, to continue 
" untill y e end of y e next Session of y e Generall Assembly." 
At the session begun 29 May, 1700, the Legislature made 
arrangement for carrying on the affairs of the college ; and 
among the persons appointed for the purpose, besides " In- 
crease Mather, nominated to be President," was " Sam 1 Wil- 
lard, Vice President." It was voted, " in case of Mr. 
Mather's refusall, absence, sickness, or death, that Mr. S. 
Willard, nominated to be Vice President, with y e other 
Gentlemen before named, be & hereby are invested with y e 
like powers & authority." At the September Court held in 
1701, Willard (together with y e Gentlemen named for y e 
Corporation in y e Order of y s Court) was " desired to take 
y e care & managem* of y e College & students there accord g to 
y e late Establishment made by y s Court, & to manage y e affairs 
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thereof as he has proposed in his answer to y 8 Court ; viz., to 
reside there for 1 or 2 days & nights in a Week, & to p r form 
prayers & expositions in y e Hall ; & to bring forward y e Exer- 
cise of Analysing." The Legislature, with a view probably 
to get rid of Mather, had passed an act, that no person should 
hold the office of President without residing at Cambridge ; 
and Willard, with the title Vice President, performed all the 
duties of President, though he continued to reside in Bos- 
ton. 

After extracts from the wills of Pennoyer, Penn, and 
Pelham, is a blank page, preceding another division of the 
book. It opens with a schedule of the college property at the 
time it passed from Treasurer Richards to Treasurer Brattle ; 
and deserves preservation, as showing the amount of the pro- 
perty more than half a century after the college was founded, 
and the manner in which it was invested. 

It may not be amiss to state, that, when Treasurer Richards 
went abroad in behalf of the Colony of Massachusetts, the 
Corporation " chose the worshipful Samuel Nowell, Treasurer ; 
liberty being referred [reserved?] for the worshipful John 
Richards to resume the place on his return." President 
Quincy says the personal estate of the college, in 1683, 
amounted to £2,357, satisfactorily invested ; and in addition, 
" in lands, houses, and annuities," produced an annual income 
of £242, including £50, the yearly rent of Charlestown 
Ferry. Subsequently, the persons who made up accounts with 
Mr. Nowell "found several persons broke, to whom money 
was let; to one in Cambridge, £100. The rest, Mr. Nowell 
could give no account of. But the college estate lost & 
sunk to the amount of £1,100 in the hands of that good but 
unfortunate gentleman, who sunk his own estate also by ill 
management." Through the " persuasion of Mr. Dudley, Mr. 
Stoughton, & Mr. Increase Mather," Mr. Richards again re- 
sumed the duties of Treasurer, 22 October, 1686. 



Stock belonging to Harvard Colleclg at Cambridge, 1693. 



John Barnard Watertown . . . Bill 

Mathew Dridg . , Cambridg .... Bond 

David Mead Billerica .... Bill 

Symon Crosby, Billerica, Jos. Crosby Brantry .... Bond 

Edward Pelham Rhode laid. . . . Mort. 

Seth Perry Boston Mortg. 

Nathaniel Wilson, &c Camb. Tillage . . . Bond 

William Shattuck, &c Watertown . . . Bond 

Edward Hill of Boston, Capt" White .... Weymouth . . . Bond 

Samuel Payne, Brantry, Capt. Holbrook .... Weymouth . . . Bond 

Robert & Benjamin Badcock Milton Bond 

Elias Parkman Boston Mort. 

Mr. Richard Wharton Boston Bond 

Joseph Holmes, &c Boston Bond 

Joseph Webb Boston Bond 

Icabod & Ebenezer Brown Cambridg .... Bond 

William Smith Boston . . Morg. & Bond 

John Jackson Cambridg .... Bond 

Robert Burges & Robert Ingolls Lyn Bill 

Samuel Golf, &c Cambridg .... Bond 

John Green Cambridg ..... Bond 

Richard Crisp Boston Bond 

Richard Way Boston Morg. 



Interest anno 1693 

June 6, 1693, mony of Jn« Bunker, delivered to m« July 4", pr. 
Jn° Richards 



Prinripall. 

£ i. d. 

BOO 

30 

8 10 

60 

341 4 

67 2 

15 

15 

60 

20 

30 

112 10 

100 

25 



21 



25 



8 

5 

34 6 

50 

8 







1270 7 
265 17 



6 


1536 4 
16 16 


6 




1553 6 



March 29. 

April 1. 

» J' 

'< & 

May 23. 

June 13. 

" I' 

July 20. 

» & 

Aug. 17. 

„ 19. 

23. 

„ 24. 

Sept. 15. 



Oct. 4. 



Not. 21. 
Jan. 23. 



Interest due. 
£ a. d. 
13 

6 16 
4 16 

74 8 



110 
14 

12 

2 
12 
18 
48 
14 

4 16 

3 2 

11 2 
14 4 
18 18 

4 
3 
2 

12 16 



265 17 6 



Other Debts owing to the Golledg. 

March 29th, 88. Robert Bnrges, Robert Ingolls & Richard Hood, all of Linn, ow for rent of Coll. meadow . ... 26 

Decemb. 25, 93. Richard Hood, Robert Potter & Nathi Ingolls of Lynn, ow for rent of s« meadow . . . ... 9 15 

A Legacy of Richard Russell, Esq'-. * 100. March 22, 1680, recelTed In provisions, to Tho. Willis, 

£01 Igg Aft ..... 60 

A Legacy of Mr. Edmund Brown's of Sudbury, M'. Sam 1 Goff, Executor 100 







180 8 



Feb. 10,92. 
April 4, 98. 
March 1,93. 
April 14,93. 
June 25,93. 
March 25, 93. 
Jam 1,1676. 



Golledg Bents. 



Annuity of M' . . . GloTer 5 

A House in Boston, M' Webb's gift . . 16 

Bumkin Island, M' Ward's gift ... 250 

Land at Watertown 15 

An House In Boston, Capt. Rein's gift . 12 

Annuity of Mr. Newgates 5 

Annuity of Capt. Sam 1 Scarlet .... 700 

Annuity of Elder Pen 10 

Cbarlstown ferry 5000 

Lady Moulsons &c. gift, £162. 16s. 4d. . 15 



Mr. Coggans gift, meadow at Lyn 



122 10 
,800 



130 10 



pr. an. M' Tho. Clark is to pay, due this day 

pr. an. Lett to Enoch Greenleaf, due April, 94 

Lett to Isaac Lobdall, due March 1, 93 . . . 

Lett to Sam 11 Llvermore, due April 14, 93 . . 

pr. aH. M' Kampbell £ due June 25, 93 . . 

pr. an. ont of his farm, M' Shrimpton, due 7 yrs 

pr. an. only ten pounds rec d . 

pr. an. Enquire of Capt. Townsend. 

pr. an., all paid to May l«t. 1698. 

pr. an. Richard Russell, Esq'., late Treasurer, used 

to pay It, being let to the Country. Nothing rec d 

for many yeares. 
pr. an. Lett to Rich<> Hood, Nath. Ingolls & Rob 1 . 

Potter. 



. 4 








. 15 








. 2 


5 


(I 


. 1 


n 





. 3 


(1 





35 









Bents in England. 

M'. William Penover's gift out of a farm In Norfolk, of which the Corporation for the Indians have ten pounds pr. an., the rest 
to the Colledg, lately brought in clear but £18 pr. an. to us. All is rec d to March 25, 85, besides w'. M'. Increase Mather reel waeB 
he was in England. 

John Dodridge. Esq'., his gift, £10 pr. an., paid to Feb. 84, beside w 1 M'. Mather reC. 

Reel of Maj' John Richards of Boston, late Treasurer of Harvard Colledg, the Severall bonds, bills & mortgages above, to value 
of twelTe hundred & seTenty pounds seTen shillings, with the Acco' of Interest due on them anno 1693, two hundred Sixty-nve 
pounds Seventeen shillings ?ix pence, as pr. margent in all on the Colledge's Acco 1 , £1536. 4s. 6d. 

And the Acco 1 of One hundred & eighty pounds eight shillings due to y Colledg, £180. 8s. 

And the Acco 1 of Rents due to the Colledg to value of one hundred thirty pounds ten shillings pr. an., besides M'. Penoyer'a 
and M T . Dodridge's annuity in England. 

Likewise rec< the sixteen pounds sixteen shillings In mony. Pr. order of the Corporation of s« Colledg. 

I say rec 1 . July 4, 1693. 

Pr. THO. BRATTLE, Treasr of Harvard Coll. 



350 MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL SOCIETY. [Nov. 

Of the legacy of Eichard Russell, mentioned in the pre- 
ceding account of stock, it does not appear that more than 
the £31. 13s. 4d. was ever received. 

Henry Webb, by his will, dated 5 April, 1660, had be- 
queathed to the college the house and land, which, he says, he 
" lately purchased of Henry Phillips, and as the late house of 
Samuel Oliver, deceased." 

The lease of the Webb House was continued for £15 a year, 
to Enoch Greenleaf, till Joseph Russell hired it in the year 
1700. Russell held it till his decease in 1703 ; after which it 
was probably occupied by his widow Susanna, as she con- 
tinued to pay the rent. When George Curwin, H.C. 1701, 
and Samson Sheafe, H.C. 1702, were in college, the rent was 
paid to them, they being grandchildren of Webb. The book- 
store now occupied by Little, Brown, and Co., over which is the 
office of the College Treasurer, stands on the Webb Estate, 
which extended from Washington Street to Devonshire Street, 
and is still owned by the college. Oct. 28, 1704, " Cash p d 
^Eneas Salter, 31s. for paving before y e College house, Mr. 
Webbs gift, 23 yds. at 20d. pr. yrd., — less 14 yds. old stones, 
7s. = £1. lis." April 14, 1710, "Lett unto Mr. Wm. Payne 
the College house, Mr. Webbs gift, for 99 years from 25 
March, 1710 ; to pay £12 pr. annum, & all rates <fe taxes, & 
charges of repairs, during s d term, as pr. leases now signed, 
<fcc." 

After the details in the above account of stock follow the 
Treasurer's accounts, which cover more than 94 of the 122 
pages of which the book consists. 

Isaac Lobdall, of Hull, pays £45 '' for one yeares rent of 
Bumpkin's Island." He had rented it as early as 1688. This 
island, " lying between Hull and Hingham," and afterward 
called Ward's Island, because Ward gave it to the college, was 
let to Lobdall " for 21 years from y e 1st March, 1699, to pay 
£4 mony on y e 1 st March every year." Lobdall's son Isaac 
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subsequently took a lease of it, on the same terms, for twenty- 
one years from 1 March, 1707-8. 

April 6, 1694. Jno. Francis is paid £6. 10s. " in full for his 
odd brick ware for the Colledg." Dec. 14, 1698. " Cash paid 
Mr. Tho. Willis £10 in full (with the bricks &c. of the old 
Indian colledg, sold him last April, by Act of y e Corporation, 
for £20) for making a cellar under y e Southerly end of the 
new building, unless y e Corporation shall see meet to allow h m 
anything further on y e amo'." May 13, 1700. " Cash p d Mr. 
Tho. Willis in full of his acco' for making a cellar under y e 
Southerly end of Mr. Stoughton's Colledg, <fe for making divi- 
sions in s d cellar, £10. Voted y* I should pay him in full for 
y e same." 

In connection with these items, it may be observed, the 
college corporation had voted, 6 November, 1693, " that the 
Indian college be taken down, provided the charges of taking it 
down did not amount to more than £5." Sept. 19, 1695. The 
Commissioners for the Propagation of the Gospel among the 
Indians, at a meeting in Boston, voted to let the bricks be re- 
moved, and used for " an additional building to Harvard Col- 
lege ; " provided that, in case any Indians should hereafter be 
sent to the college, they should enjoy their studies rent free 
in said building. The corporation of the college, moreover, 
agreed, at their own expense, to make the cellar. 

The salary of the "library keeper" was ordinarily £5 
yearly: it was afterwards increased to £6. Sept. 16, 1709, 
" Paid Mr. Gookiu for his pains in taking a Catalogue of y e 
Books in y e Library, about a year or two ago," £2. 10s. 

President Mather resided in Boston ; and, having to cross 
Charlestown Perry, kept a horse, at the expense of the col- 
lege, to ride between Charlestown and Cambridge. 

Dec. 31, 1686. "Paid Lt. Cutler, of Charlestown, for shoeing 
Mr. Mather's horse, mending sadle, & new sadle cloth, 9s." March 
14, 1687. "Paid Deacon Cutler 25s. money for wintering Mr. 
Mather's horse, & 12d. for shoeing, £1. 6s." 
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Sept. 13, 1694. " Cash pd. Henry Emms for keeping y e 
President's horse from 26th May last to 19th instant, that he 
w s remoov'd to Charlestown, being 16| weeks, & for shooing 
him, 6s. 8d. ; in all, bating 2 w he w s at Lyn, £i. 13." Aug. 
28, 1695, more than was due was paid Mr. Austin " at his 
desire beforehand to buy hay the better withall." A later 
memorandum says, " s d horse went to Mr. Austin's y e 20 7 br 
1694, & died the 12 April, 1696;" and he is paid for the 
keeping and for " other disbursments on him till he died." 
June 8, 1696. The Corporation instructed the Treasurer to 
pay the President " such money as he should need to pur- 
chase a horse with, for the better capacitating him to make 
his visits, Ac, at the College ; " and July 10, 1696, Brattle 
pays him £12 " according to ye order of the Corporation." 

Mather, it seems, was a slave-owner ; for, after the beginning 
of the year 1697, payments were often sent to him by " his 
negro." This negro was probably the Spanish Indian servant 
which his son Cotton Mather, in speaking of " the retaliating 
dispensations of Heaven towards" himself, says he bought 
and bestowed upon his father ; and that, " some years after 
this, a knight, whom I had laid under many obligations," — 
probably meaning Sir William Phips, — " bestowed a Spanish 
Indian servant upon me." 

July 20, 1694. " Cash p a Mr. Henry Newman £5, pr order 
of the Corporation, to procure the Colledg arms to be cut in 
Freestone or in marble." President Quincy cites an earlier 
memorandum, — 11 June, 1694: "Mr. Newman's proposal 
about procuring the College arms at Bilboa is left to the Pre- 
sident's consideration and determination." In the manuscript 
volume College Book No. 5, under date of 27 April, 1695, 
is this: — 

" Memd m . Mr. Henry Newman bought with the produce of the 
£5 del 4 him to procure the Colledg Arms, 27 cane joynts, — cost him 
in Barbados 4s. 6d. pr. ps., whereof he sold 3 ; the rest are in Mr. 
Mico's warehouse." 
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" Cash rec a for 6 of s a cane joynts, sold Mr. Winslow, at 

6s. pr ps £1. 16. 

More rec a of Mr. Newman for 3 that he sold for 

20s. & 4 to ball his aco 4 1. 4. 

Cash rec a 17" 1 June, 1696, for the rest of them, 
being short, scabby, & of no Substance, whereof 
16 to Mr. Jacklin for 36s 2. 

£5. 00." 

The last statement seems to leave it uncertain if Newman 
ever procured the arms. Several years since, in digging for a 
drain in the ground in which the old Stoughton Hall stood, 
a fragment of a stone resembling slate was dug up, on which 
arms had been cut ; but the piece was not large enough to 
identify the arms. They may have been either the Stoughton 
arms or the College arms. 

April 8, 1695, the corporation voted "That six leather Chairs be 
forthwith provided for y e use of y e Library, & six more before y" 
Commencement, in Case y e Treasury will allow of it." 

The manuscript before us charges, — 

Dec. 22, 1697. "Cash paid Mr. Tho Fitch for 6 Russia chairs 
had of him at last Commencement for y" Colledg Library." 

There is still in use in the library an old leather-bottomed 
chair : possibly it may be one of these. 

May 14, 1698. Paid Mr. Jno. White "£15 toward bearing his 
charges to New York with y e address of y e Corporation to his Exc ly 
y e Govern', 



n r » 



This journey had reference to the college charter. He also 
received ,£10 afterward. 

April 27, 1699. " Y e repeal of y e Act for Incorporating of y e 
Colledg was publickly proclaimed here in Boston." 

May 20, 1702. "Cash p d y e Eev d Vice presid', Mr. Saml Wil- 
lard, £5 toward his expenses out of pocket in visiting y" College 
according to y e vote of y e Corporation, April 6 th , 1702, as pr his 
rec' on backside of a copy of s a vote." 

45 
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Feb. 17. 1707-8. "Cash pd Mf Andrew Bordman £12 on ace* 
of w* was expended for y e entertainm' at y e Instalment of y e Presi- 
dent y e 14th Jan y last." 

" 20 Dec. 1711. Cash p d Sam 1 Durham in full of 
his acco 4 of work himself & 2 hands on y e Brew- 
house, w* £18. 8|6, but deducting 43| for his 
victualls at 6d. pr day each hand, p a him . . £16. 5s. 6d." 
" May 9, 1713. Cash p a Mr. Andr w Bordman on y e President's 
note, & according to a vote of y e Corporation, £16. 17|6 for y e use 
& maintenance of Larnel, an Indian, J- a year from y e time of his 
admission, w cb w" 5 th 9 ber , 1712 ; being w' was allowed him out 
of Mr. Boyle's Donation of £90 ster 8 w* y e Currant Exchange." 

After these extracts and remarks respecting the manuscript 
volumes, and the information which they furnished respecting 
the college, and incidentally respecting the period over which 
they extended, Mr. Sibley spoke of another donation which 
had special reference to the College Library, and was received 
from Mr. Hancock on the same day with the Brattle Manu- 
script. This donation consisted of three manuscript papers 
of Benjamin Franklin, which are now for the first time 
printed. They are superscribed to " Thomas Hancock, Es- 
quire, Boston ; " and on the left-hand lower corner is " Free, 
B. Franklin." 

I. 
"Philadelphia, 11th September, 1755. 

" Sir, — You may remember, that, when I last had the Pleasure of 
seeing you, I mentioned the Inconvenience attending the Want of a 
Fund to increase and improve your College Library. 

" I imagined that a Subscription set on foot for that purpose might, 
with proper Management, produce something considerable. I know 
you are a Friend to the College ; and therefore take the Freedom of 
enclosing a Paper of that kind, and recommending it to your Care, to 
procure (if you approve of the design) a suitable Number of Hands 
to it. Five and twenty Subscribers, at 4 Pistoles Each per Annum, 
would, in five Years, produce 500 Pistoles ; which, if all laid out in 
Books, would make a handsome Addition to the Library ; or, if put to 
Interest, would produce a little Annual Income sufficient to procure the 
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best new Books published in each Year. Some might perhaps Sub- 
scribe more than four Pistoles per annum, and others less ; and I think 
a single Pistole or half a Pistole should not be refused ; Tho' such 
small Sums might occasion a little more Trouble in Keceiving or Col- 
lecting. I send, withal, an Order on my Brother for my first Year's 
Payment. 'Tis but a' Trifle compar'd with my hearty Good-will and 
Respect to the College, but a small Seed, properly Sown, sometimes 
produces a large and fruitful Tree ; which I sincerely wish may be the 
good Fortune of this. My respectful compliments to Mrs. Hancock ; 
and believe me to be, with very great Esteem, Sir, 
" Your most Obedient, humble serv', 

"B. Franklin. 

" T. Hancock, Esq." 

II. 

" We whose Names are hereunto subscribed, taking into Considera- 
tion, that in the Library of the College at Cambridge, in New England, 
many books useful to Students in the several Branches of Learning are 
yet wanting ; and that as new Improvements are, from time to time, 
made in Science, new Books on many Subjects are continually coming 
forth, with which Seminary s of Learning especially should be early 
furnished, for the further Qualification of the Tutors, and Advantage 
of the Youth by them to be instructed. But inasmuch as there is not 
yet any Fund for such Purposes belonging to the said College, there- 
fore, to remedy that Deficiency, in some Degree, for the Present, and 
farther to advance the Reputation of the College and the Public Good, 
We do each of us promise to pay Annually, for Five Years to come, the 
Sums to our respective Names annexed, into the Hands of the Trea- 
surer of the said College for the Time being, to be disposed of in 
the Purchase of such Books for the Library as the President and Fel- 
lows shall, from time to time, order and direct." 

Time of Bub- „„_ of Subscriber. Annual Subscription Lawful 

scribing. Names of subscribers. for Fife Years. Money. 

Sept. 11, 1755. Benj. Franklin, of Philadelphia . . . Four Pistoles . . . . £i. 8s. Od. 

III. 

£4.8.0. "Philadelphia, Sept. 11, 1755. 

" Pay to the Treasurer of Harvard College for the time being, Four 
Pistoles, or Four Pounds Eight Shillings Lawful Money, being my 
Subscription to the Library of the said College for one Year next en- 
suing the Date hereof ; and charge the same to Acct of 
" Your Loving Brother, 

"B. Feanklin. 
" To M. John Fbanklin, Postmr., Boston." 



356 MASSACHUSETTS HISTOEICAL SOCIETY. [Nov. 

The drawing-up of these papers with his own hand, not 
leaving to others any details, which might be a friction on 
the movement, is characteristic of Franklin. Nothing, how- 
ever, was effected. Franklin's order on his brother for his 
first instalment was never paid. No name but Franklin's was 
ever put on the subscription-paper. It is possible, however, 
that this appeal by Franklin led ultimately to the <£500 which 
John Hancock, with the addition of about £55 from his own 
purse, gave to the College Library, in conformity with the 
intention of his uncle Thomas Hancock, to whom these papers 
were sent, and whose property be inherited. 

All the records and documents of which Mr. Sibley spoke 
were found in the old Hancock House on Beacon Street, Bos- 
ton, among the papers of Governor John Hancock, where they 
have remained ever since he was Treasurer of the College. 

The President read a letter from General St. Clair, 
addressed to Governor Bowdoin, dated " Camp at Mons 
Creek, July 20, 1777, about five miles below Fort 
Edward." 

General St. Clair to Governor Bowdoin. 

Camp at Mons Creek, July 28, 1777, about five 
miles below Fort Edward. 

Sik, — I see, by the Boston paper, that you have given my letter 
to the public ; though I am sorry to see, at the same time, some very 
illiberal reflections upon it. It is often the lot of people in trust to 
meet with censure where they have really merited praise, if events have 
not answered the public expectation. I do not pretend to say whe- 
ther this was my case or not ; but it is very ungenerous to take it for 
granted that it was otherwise. However, the public, I hope, will 
be soon satisfied in a more eligible method than discussing the matter 
through the channel of a newspaper, which is seldom a proper one ; 
in the present instance highly imprudent, as it lays our weakness 
open to the enemy, if the generals are blameless, and destroys the 
public confidence in them they ought to possess, and may go a great 
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way towards having the same effect upon the army. I thank God 
this has not yet happened with the army, who are so perfectly sensible 
of the integrity and propriety of my conduct, that the field and other 
officers have, almost to a man (although they were not consulted upon 
the evacuations), declared, if I was censured for the measures I had 
taken, that they would quit the service. I knew the genius of them 
too well to intrust them with a design, the success of which depended 
entirely upon the secrecy with which it was executed. This may 
look like a reflection upon the officers ; but there is so much famili- 
arity betwixt them and the soldiers, that there is nothing comes to 
their knowledge but is very soon after in every quarter of the camp. 

The colonel who complained so bitterly of his marching two days 
in the rear is Marshal, and has sent his correspondent a parcel of 
infamous falsehoods. The troops never wanted provisions. Beef 
they had in plenty. We brought off with us some cattle that had 
arrived the day before ; and we took twenty from a party of the 
enemy on the first day's march. A man that cannot live two or three 
days on plenty of good beef is very unfit for a soldier. It perhaps 
does not become me to say it ; but the retreat was made in as orderly 
and soldier-like a manner as was possible with raw, undisciplined 
troops. As to the attack upon Colonel Warner, who commanded the 
rear-guard, he halted, without my knowledge, six miles short of Castle- 
ton ; which was the place marked for the halt of the whole army that 
night. At such a distance, it was impossible for me to support him ; 
but the moment the firing began, I ordered Bellows' and Alcott's 
regiments of militia, who had left me the night before and halted 
two miles from Colonel Warner, to move up to his assistance. Had 
they obeyed my orders, it is probable the enemy might have been 
repulsed ; though we now know the party that attacked him consisted 
of two thousand men, composed of the grenadiers and light infantry 
of the army, commanded by General Fraser. The inquiries about 
the arms of the troops I should think General Heath could very well 
satisfy. He must know in what situation he sent them off, and whe- 
ther they were clothed or not. Public jealousy is a virtue ; but it 
may be carried to an extreme, and then it becomes a vice. If it is 
not vicious, it is extremely uncandid, to condemn a man upon mere 
assumption, when they have neither proper information, nor, it may 
be, are capable of forming a judgment upon military matters. How- 
ever, I bear all the abuse that is very plentifully poured forth upon 
me, with as much sang-froid as possible, happy in the consciousness of 
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my own innocence, and a full persuasion that my character and con- 
duct will soon be put in its true point of view, as I have demanded an 
inquiry both from General Washington and Congress. I must own, 
however, that I am hurt by the accusation of treachery. As to want 
of spirit, no man in command, that wanted spirit, ever possessed the 
confidence of his troops ; and in that respect, I am bold to say, I 
have always been fortunate enough to be both beloved and respected. 
I beg pardon for troubling you with so much about myself: but 
the first painful sensation undeserved censure occasions is not yet 
quite worn off; and I have given you the former detail, that 
you might be able to make some answer to well-meaning people, who 
may be glad to be truly informed. The numbers, however your 
people may be imposed upon, will be found exactly as I stated them ; 
as I have been lucky enough to save not only the general returns, but 
those of the individual regiments, under the signature of their re- 
spective colonels : though I don't know whether I mentioned three 
regiments of militia, making about nine hundred men, officers in- 
cluded, who joined me the night before I left Ticonderoga, but who 
did not propose to stay more than two or three days at the utmost ; nor 
that two militia regiments of your State, which composed part of my 
garrison, were to leave me the day I retreated, their times being 
expired, and they could not be prevailed to stay any longer. 

We are here tolerably posted, waiting the approach of the enemy, 
though far inferior in numbers. It was found necessary to dismiss 
one-half of the militia on account of the harvest ; and great part of 
the remaining half have followed them. Those from Connecticut are 
gone, to a man : but in a day or two we shall be joined by General 
Glover's brigade, when we shall be able to make some head, if the 
enemy should come on in force, which I think they dare not ven- 
ture, as Colonel Warner has now a respectable body at Manchester, 
which may fall either upon their rear or flank. The ammunition was, 
every ounce, sent off from Ticonderoga, and as much of the provision 
as we had boats for ; but a great part of the ammunition fell into the 
hands of the enemy by the vessel on board of which it was unluckily 
running aground. Colonel Long deserves all the praise he receives. 
He is an active, vigilant, brave officer. 

I beg the favor that you will present my best compliments to Mrs. 
Bowdoin ; and believe me with great respect, 

Sir, your most obedient servant, 

Ae. St. Clair. 
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The President also read a letter from Hon. Samuel 
Dexter — the father of the late Hon. Samuel Dexter, 
the eminent lawyer and statesman — to Governor Bow- 
doin, dated "Woodstock, Jan. 26, 1779." 

Hon. Samuel Dexter to Governor Bowdoin. 

Woodstock, Jan. 26, 1779. 

Sir, — The high personal regard I have, and ever had, for you ; 
the honor and satisfaction I once enjoyed in being connected with you 
in public business ; the desire I have to know your sentiments in 
confidence respecting the probable event of the war ; and (to compare 
small things with great) the sympathy I have with you under your 
losses by the times, — all conspire to urge me on to trouble you with 
a letter, of little importance indeed to the gentleman to whom it is 
addressed ; though, if favored with an answer, perhaps of much con- 
sequence to myself. 

That you resigned your seat at the Board, I wonder not. I sin- 
cerely pitied you while you were there, in want of firm health, and 
under the pressure of a multiplicity of business, with little, very little, 
aid from any in the same department. The new members who had 
abilities (excepting Mr. Dana and one or two others), I knew not. 
Of those who had none, I knew enough. They, no doubt, gave a 
pretty constant attendance ; while those whose presence was wanted 
had many avocations. When I heard you were determined to retire, 
I felt much for the Upper House of Legislature, and for the College, 
till the public papers announced the choice of my old friend with the 
scale and compasses from Newton, as successor to the first member 
and the only draughtsman of the Council. I fancy I even now see 
him, with all his implements, entering, with gigantic steps, the door of 
the Council Chamber. " Cedite Romani Scriptores, cedite Graii ! " 

Pardon me, sir : I will try to be more serious ; the day requires 
it. The vices of the times and the deplorable state of the currency 
fill me with dismal apprehensions respecting public affairs. 

Have the Congress no plan for reducing the quantity of the circu- 
lating medium ? It is now no better than the wampum of the savages ; 
and the solid coin I once was owner of is sadly metamorphosed into 
this vile trash. Have the powers that be the same right to take away 
all my estate, earned by close application in a fair and honest trade, 
by rising early and sitting up late and eating the bread of carefulness, 
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as they have to take a proportionable part towards defraying the pub- 
lic expense ? They have made a sacrifice of all the moneyed men. 
If this is not malum in se, I know not the difference between right 
and wrong. I agree with good Dr. Chauncey, that it is a cursed thing. 

The sum you had out on loan was vastly greater than mine ; your 
loss, consequently, if your debtors have been as cruelly unjust as 
mine, is proportionably greater. But your real estates will, after all, 
leave you a gentleman of an ample fortune. My real estate is small. 
I know it is said the war could not have been supported without 
making the bills a tender in all cases whatever, and therefore it was 
right. To this I oppose Sacred Writ, which determines it to be 
wrong to do evil that good may come of it. If you see a way to get 
out of the difficulties we are involved in by means of the currency, 
mercifully administer a word of comfort to an old friend in his ob- 
scure retreat, who, from being cheerful and good-humored, is, by his 
losses, changed into a surly Grumbletonian, and retains a good opinion 
of very few besides your Honor. 

When I came to this town in the autumn of 1775, it was on a 
visit to my family, who had left Dedham the preceding spring. I was 
unwell, and, growing more so after my getting here, I kept house 
almost the whole of the following winter ; nor did I recover any 
considerable degree of health till the fall of 1776. Then I concluded 
to return to Dedham ; but the small-pox prevailing there, that, and 
that only, prevented it. Soon afterwards, I purchased the house 
and little farm where I now am ; and do not think of returning till 
the conclusion of a peace. I have bid a final adieu to public business. 
The honest freemen of Woodstock last spring elected me their deputy 
at the General Assembly, and sent to my house a committee, pressing 
me earnestly to go ; but I, as you may reasonably suppose, said, " No, 
thank'e." I consider myself as a Massachusetts man, and am anxious 
for the establishment of a good form of government there ; when I 
hope to get back time enough to give my suffrage for you to be the 
first governor of the first independent State in America ; and this I 
shall do, whether it may be thought that you will or will not accept 
if chosen. 

I rely on your candor, which I have ever experienced, to excuse 
many things in this letter, which, coming from another who was a 
stranger to the active, assiduous, and acceptable part you formerly 
took in the General Court, might be exceptionable. 

I hear with pleasure that your health is, in a good measure, re- 
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stored. I beg the favor of a line, delivered to my friend Captain 
Bradford, who will forward it by a safe conveyance. I greatly value 
your judgment. You know I may be trusted. 
I am, very respectfully, sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

Samuel Dextek. 

The Hon. Mr. Bowdoin. 



DECEMBER MEETING. 

A stated monthly meeting of the Society was held 
this day, Thursday, Dec. 11, at twelve o'clock, m. ; the 
President in the chair. 

Donations were announced from the American Aca- 
demy of Arts and Sciences; Bowdoin College; the 
Chamber of Commerce of the State of New York; 
the Cincinnati Astronomical Society; the Essex Insti- 
tute ; the Society of Antiquaries of London ; the Suf- 
folk Institute of Archaeology and Natural History; 
Messrs. Adams, Sampson, and Co. ; George Clasbock, 
Esq. ; Rev. Benjamin Dorr, D.D. ; "William B. Shedd, 
Esq. ; Rev. E. M. P. Wells, D.D. ; and from Messrs. 
Barry, Brigham, Deane, Green, Robbins (C), Webb, 
and Winthrop, of the Society. 

The Corresponding Secretary communicated a letter 
from E. H. Talbot, Esq. ; which was referred to the 
Standing Committee. 

The President communicated, on behalf of the family 
and kindred of the late M. Jomard of France, a printed 
copy of the last communication made by that distin- 
guished savant to the Society of Ethnography : where- 
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